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the power of systematic searching Sweden

A search strategy covering Substantial rise of organized Systematic reviews of
all aspects of gangs, criminal crime highlights need for interventions are essential
networks and organized crime evaluation of interventions for effective evaluation

With the help of the systematic search method- In Sweden, the incidence of gang-related crime Systematic reviews play a crucial role in by en-

ology from HTA, and by building on previous and various manifestations of networked criminal suring that procedures are grounded in rigorous,

efforts, as well as by involving experts from activities has increased significantly in recent years. evidence-based methodologies. They provide a

different disciplines, a complex, multifaceted and Extensive efforts to combat this societal issue structured approach to evaluating the effective-

exhaustive search strategy was created within the have been initiated, underscoring the importance ness of various strategies, such as community

framework of a Swedish government assignment. of their evaluation. policing initiatives, use of force policies, and crime
The aim was to create a search strategy that prevention programs.

can identify all relevant studies on preventive or = A comprehensive and well-conducted literature

law enforcement efforts against gangs, criminal acts search is an important cornerstone of systematic

networks and organized crime. The search strategy e 8 databases reviews and ensures that all relevant research is

will be of use in different research areas, e.g. social e 8search facets identified and taken into account. A systematic

services, criminology and police research. By de- e 2000-2024 review based on too thin a literature search will

veloping and sharing this search strategy, the aim e 18540 hits not generate a solid knowledge base.

is ultimately to facilitate researchers’ work and e The outcome of the search strategy

hopefully contributing to the existing knowledge will be analyzed in late 2024

base in the field.
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